'Club’s concert has
Celtic feel for beneﬁ

MUS!C REVIEW

‘ ALBANY The Mendelssohn i
| Club gaveidts annual spring concert,
. thythm'in “Galway Giil” and’ the
.more rollicking “Mary Mac,” mos

BY GERALDINE FREEDMAN
For The Daily Gazette

" its 263rd, Friday night at Chancel-

'lor's Hall'in celebration of its 101st...
_season, and as a benefit for the Irish.
" American Heritage Musetim, So the -

theme of “Greeting to Sprmg ha
4 decidedly Celtic feel. -

. With' pianist Michael- Cl'ement_":
"providing his usual stalwart pres-
“ ence, conductor Victor Klimash and:

-the almost 60-veice men’s ‘chorus
“— all of them sporting green carna-

tions ~— began with'a perky and up= -
“beat “The Donovans,” foliowed by -

a spirited “The’ Galway Piper”and -
| a very short piece by Amy Beach.

_called “The Year’s at the Spring.”

. “Ajr from County Derry,” whose -
. melody provided the basis for the .
.even more famous “Danny Boy,”:
was especially tuneful. The men’

sang with round, resonant tones,
good diction and good balances.

Klimash set a steady pace and did -
not allow the tune to degenerate”

into over sentirentality.
- The guest act for the evening was
the six-piece Hair of the Dog band,

| -which joined-the chorus for “Will._
.Ye Go Lassié Go.” They provided

| atastylevel of assistance. Then the

Hair took a three-song set by itself,

Right away, the decibel level shot up-

and the drummer’s periodic snarg’™’
drum shots overbalanced the lead

singer and even most of the instru-

"be understood and hs

-'Llar,” with solo, tenor MJ.Cll
‘Donegan selling the song marv
“ously, and Brahms’.“May Nigh
“from the basses. -

'kes, the 2010 Tulip Queen, and he

- Sally Gardens’ as well as the pre
- miere of “Greeting to Spring,” which

mental hnes By gettmg the near
capacity . crowd into clapping th

people got caught up in the spir
of it all. For: some reaso, balan
were corrected for the last tu
*The Moonshiner,” so lyncs co_

the 1nterweav1ng lme
heard.”: R
The &horus contmued w1th “The

which had especially great d1ct10n
- After, mtenmsswh, M15hka G

court were introduced and the three
winners of the Joe] Dolven Vocal
Awdrds were recogmzed Joh
Leighton, Kara'Cornell and And
Truax. The remainder of the pro
gram was devoted to Alice Parker,
who is considered a paragon amon:
choral directors for her exceptional
arrangements:and compositions.
The Club performed many o
Parker's arrangements, includin,
“Gentle Annie” and “Down by the

Linda Mangione commissioned in
memory of her husband, a forme:
Club member, Hair of the Dog als'
played another set. -~ .
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